“THE ALMIGHTY HAS DONE GREAT
THINGS FOR ME ... " (LK 1:49)

The gaze of Mary, Comfort of the Afflicted,
brightens the face of the Church in her daily
commitment to the suffering and those in need. The
precious fruits of this solicitude for the world of
suffering and sickness are a reason for gratitude to
the Lord Jesus, who out of obedience to the will of
the Father became one of us, even enduring death
on the cross for the redemption of humanity. The
solidarity shown by Christ, the Son of God born of
Mary, is the expression of God's merciful
omnipotence, which is made manifest in our life -
above all when that life is frail, pain-filled, humbled,
marginalized and suffering - and fills it with the
power of hope that can sustain us and enable us to
get up again.
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This great wealth of humanity and faith must not be

dissipated. Instead, it should inspire us to speak FEB LO' 'RDES
openly of our human weaknesses and to address the 201

challenges of present-day healthcare and -

technology. On this World Day of the Sick, may we 25TH WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
find new incentive to work for the growth of a

culture of respect for life, health and the environment. May this Day also inspire renewed efforts to

defend the integrity and dignity of persons, not least through a correct approach to bioethical issues, the
protection of the vulnerable and the protection of the environment.

On this Twenty-fifth World Day of the Sick, I once more offer my prayerful support and encouragement
to physicians, nurses, volunteers and all those consecrated men and women committed to serving the sick
and those in need. I also embrace the ecclesial and civil institutions working to this end, and the families
who take loving care of their sick. I pray that all may be ever joyous signs of the presence of God’s love and
imitate the luminous testimony of so many friends of God, including Saint John of God and Saint Camillus
de’ Lellis, the patrons of hospitals and healthcare workers, and Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta, missionary
of God’s love.

Dear brothers and sisters - the sick, healthcare workers and volunteers - I ask you to join me in praying to
Mary. May her maternal intercession sustain and accompany our faith, and obtain for us from Christ her
Son hope along our journey of healing and of health, a sense of fraternity and responsibility, a
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commitment to integral human development and the joy of feeling gratitude whenever God amazes us by
his fidelity and his mercy.

Mary, our Mother, in Christ you welcome each of us as a son or daughter.
Sustain the trusting expectation of our hearts, succour us in our infirmities and sufferings, and guide us to
Christ, your Son and our brother. Help us to entrust ourselves to the Father who accomplishes great things.

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
for the 25™ World Day of the Sick 2017
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Senatus Allocutio Jan 2017

By Fr. Daniel Lim, OCD
Senatus Spiritual Director

Christian Hope

From Advent to Epiphany and even today, we are in the season of hope... especially during this few
months our Holy Father gave the catechism of Christian Hope. From Advent onwards, we hope for the
coming of Christ and he came and he really manifested himself as God manifested His Son. Through the
angels announcing the good news and through the guiding star leading the three Magis and especially
through baptism, God himself spoke publicly to all, “This is my beloved son, listen to him.” So we all have
hope because he is the only one that give us hope but our hope always rest on other things. Our Holy
Father said “Our hope should be in God, in his word, in his scripture...” and he said “when we have hope,
this hope is nothing other than Jesus himself in you.” So as God really makes himself appear and manifest,
he tells the world in science through angels, through dreams, and through the stars. We might not like
what is happening around us when things are not okay because our hope is that everything is okay. That
is our hope. When God sent his son into the world, he knows that he will suffer - he had to suffer. So as
legionaries, you have to strive and work hard as stated in the Handbook. Through the prayers of the
intercession of Our Lady, everything is okay and everything works. So we are the ones that continue to
give this hope to others but we must have the firm foundation in this work in Jesus.

At Christmas we celebrate Jesus who was born in a manger - no, not in a manger but in the world. For in
your suffering can man then manifest to all around through him who has given you light. So in this new
year let us have hope in God, truly trust him especially trust in the gift of the Holy Spirit that God has
given us, that it will lead and guide us. Amen.

LOCAL REPORTS

At the Senatus meeting on 14 Jan 2017, the election of Br. Elmer Linezo as Vice-President for Brunei
Filipino Curia was ratified. We thanked Br. Ting Pangilinan for serving as Brunei Filipino Curia Vice-
President.

North Curia



The Curia Annual General Reunion was held on Sun 11 Dec 2016 at Church of St Anthony. It was attended
by about 150 legionaries and friends including 23 juniors from 3 junior praesidia. The latter were in charge
of the main activities namely games, singing and performances. There are 3 new praesidia established
under the Curia, of which 2 are seniors and 1 junior.

West Curia

The Curia Annual General Reunion was held on 11th of December 2016 at Church of St. Francis of Assissi
which was attended by 150 members participated. There was an enjoyable entertainment of songs, dances
and games put up by different Praesidia.

Kuching Comitium

Queen of Angels Junior Praesidium closed down because the tribute shifted to Kuala Lumpur and a
replacement could not be found. It was suggested to increase efforts to find another tribute and restart the
praesidium.

Sibu Comitium

Mass for Ven. Edel Quinn and Servants of God Frank Duff and Alfie Lambe was held on 7 Sep 2016 at the
Church of St. Teresa, Sibu.

Mandarin City Curia

Marian devotion Mass and Procession held at Church of St The Curia’s Annual General Reunion held at Sacred Heart Church
Mary of the Angels on 15 Oct organized by the 3Mandarin ~ on 27 Nov attended by 100 members.
Curiae.

Chinese New Year Visit to Archbishop of Singapore

On the third day of Chinese New Year, Monday, 30 Jan, legionaries visited the Archbishop of Singapore,
Most Rev. William Goh. In return, he imparted his blessings and distributed oranges to all present.







